




 
 
 

Furthermore, the Directive promotes publicity 
of the outcome of tax dispute resolution and 
hence transparency, predictability and tax 
certainty. Thus, where all parties (tax 
authorities and taxpayers) involved consent 
thereto, the whole resolution decision may be 
published - which was the case also under 
the Arbitration Convention for transfer pricing 
matters. In absence of such consent, an 
abstract of the decision is foreseen to be 
published, including a summary thereof. The 
publication of the abstract is a key innovation 
of the Directive. 
Concluding Thoughts 
The Directive is not flawless; there is margin 
for further improvement of the EU framework 
for tax dispute resolution. By way of an 
example, taxpayers are only allowed to 
present their case before the arbitrai (or 
equivalent alternative dispute resolution) 
panel, with the prior consent of the tax 
authorities involved. Yet, fair trial and fair 
dispute resolution proceedings demand that 
taxpayers are effectively guaranteed such 
right. In any case, it is not questionable that 
the Directive signals significant progress for 
tax dispute resolution in the EU and 
subsequently, enhances tax certainty in the 
Single Market. 

 
From an international perspective, the 
Directive follows a number of changes to the 
international tax dispute resolution rules, as a 
result of the BEPS Project and comes amidst 
their implementation. Although, overall, it 
moves in the same direction as such changes 
at the international level, the Directive may be 
praised for taking further steps  compared 
with the latter towards prompt and effective 
tax dispute resolution. An example is the 
potential involvement of national courts to tax 
dispute resolution proceedings, in case of 
inaction of competent tax authorities. lt could 
thus be the source of inspiration for additional 
improvement of the international rules as well. 
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